CHAPTER XIII.
A STUDY  IN   EXPLOSIVES

THE House of Commons which placed Lord
Palmerston in power after the General Election of
1859 counted a nominal Liberal majority of fifty
and a working Ministerial majority, on decisive
party divisions, of less than twenty. Yet the
veteran leader played the game "with such skill
that his administration is remembered as the most
powerful and popular of the reign. The elections
of July, 1865, gave him one last triumph, resulting
as they did in a gain of twenty-five seats, counting
fifty on a division. But the battle had been fought
largely on the question of Parliamentary Reform*
which he disliked, and on the merits of his Finan-
cial Minister, Gladstone, whose policy he viewed
with extreme distrust. And what in the last resort
told most decisively for Liberalism was the victory,
in America, of the Northern Anti-slavery cause, to
which Palmerston and Gladstone had been alike
opposed. Not only had a democratic Republic,
representing, as by this time was generally
admitted, a most righteous cause, overcome at the
cost of enormous sacrifices the most formidable
rebellion known to history, but it had also treated
the vanquished rebels with a magnanimity of which
history offered no example.

Besides this general reaction on English opinion,
the American War exercised other more indirect
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